National Curriculum Levels explained

When they first begin school at age 4, the majority of children are achieving within Level W, which means Working Towards Outcome 1. 

During Year 1 and Year 2, most pupils study subjects at Outcomes 4 and 5, with some at Outcome 6 (equivalent to Level 3).

During Key Stage 2, which lasts for four years, most pupils study subjects at Levels 3, 4 and 5. 

	
	Foundation Phase Outcomes
	Key Stage 2 Levels
	

	Very rarely, there are circumstances that prevent a school from having enough knowledge and evidence on which to base a teacher assessment.
	N
	
	Very rarely, there are circumstances that prevent a school from having enough knowledge and evidence on which to base a teacher assessment.

	In some circumstances the headteacher may decide that all or part of the Foundation Phase curriculum does not apply to an individual, for example because of a child’s special educational needs.
	D
	
	In some circumstances the headteacher may decide that all or part of the Key Stage 2 curriculum does not apply to an individual, for example because of a child’s special educational needs.

	For some children, performance below the expected level may be a huge achievement.
	W
	
	For some children, performance below the expected level may be a huge achievement.

	For some children, performance below the expected level may be a huge achievement.
	Outcome 1
	
	For some children, performance below the expected level may be a huge achievement

	
	Outcome 2
	
	

	
	Outcome 3
	
	

	
	Outcome 4
	Level 1
	

	Achievement at Outcome 6 or beyond shows they are achieving above average.
	Outcome 5
	Level 2
	

	Achievement at Outcome 6 or beyond shows they are achieving above average.
	Outcome 6
	Level 3
	

	Some children might be expected to achieve significantly above the expected level.
	
	Level 4
	This is the expected level for children at the end of primary school – most but not all children will achieve this level

	
	
	Level 5
	Achievement at Level 5 or beyond shows children are achieving above average

	
	
	Level 6
	Some children might be expected to achieve significantly above the expected level.


