INSPECTION UNDER SECTION 50 OF THE SCHOOLS INSPECTION ACT 2005

	St Michael’s Church in Wales 
Voluntary Aided Primary School, Kerry
[image: image1.png]



Kerry,

Newtown,

Powys,

SY16 4NU

Diocese: St Asaph -- Local authority: Powys

Dates of inspection: 18th February 2013
Date of last inspection: : 26-28th  February 2007
School’s unique reference number: 666/3301
Headteacher: Mrs K Thomas
Inspector: Miss S Jesson


	1. School context
St Michael’s Church in Wales Voluntary Aided School has 141 pupils, 15% of whom are from outside the traditional catchment area. The school has creatively maximized the use of available space to accommodate a recent rise in numbers. The school has extensive well maintained grounds which are continually developed and utilised by the school. All pupils come from homes where English is the main language, reflecting the linguistic nature of the community in a very Anglicised part of Mid Wales. At the time of Inspection three children are withdrawn from Religious Education and worship. 


	2. Summary Judgement

The distinctiveness and effectiveness of St Michael’s Church in Wales Voluntary Aided Primary School are good. 
St Michael’s Voluntary Aided School has a warm friendly atmosphere where the children are cared for and supported by all adults. The bright colourful classrooms value the children’s work and achievements whilst displays throughout the school reflect the schools’ Christian commitment. All children are valued and encouraged to reach their potential as citizens of Wales and the wider world. The school has strong links with the local church, visiting for both performances and acts of worship giving the children a well-balanced attitude towards the experience of visiting the church. There is a busy, energetic feel about the school, children are engaged in the learning and work well together. The incorporation of spirituality/reflection areas in all classes is an excellent feature. 


	3. Established strengths and excellence
· Areas for spiritual development within the classrooms and other areas of school give children ample opportunities to be quiet, reflect and share thoughts. 
· The school promotes and develops a Christian ethos which supports pupils to behave appropriately at all times. The behaviour policy makes links with Jesus’ commandment to ‘Do unto others’, an excellent example of good practise linking faith to action.
· The children at St Michael’s School are supported by all adults to reach their potential, develop a positive self-image and begin to express their own opinions and feelings.
· The school’s link with the church and its faith leader is an outstanding feature. 


	4. Focus for development.   

· Children read prepared prayers as part of worship, they could also be encouraged to write their own prayers and share these with the school. 
· The school’s policies on religious education and worship should include a review date.
· The school’s Self Evaluation Report for RE refers to developing portfolios. This would be an excellent way for the school to move forward linking with the work on assessment and targets. 
· Continue to promote and celebrate the work of both the school and church in developing children’s spiritual development. 
The school should contact the Diocesan Office for support in implementing these small areas for development. 

	5. Evaluative Commentary

The school meets the statutory requirements for Collective Worship and Religious Education.

5.1.1 The impact and effectiveness of collective worship on the school community is good. 

One whole school act of worship was observed. The worship began with lighting a candle, a short prayer and a song of praise. The chosen hymn included actions which the children knew and joined in, singing of both English and Welsh verses was enthusiastic. The children were introduced to the theme of Lent through a child reading a Bible verse. The children were involved in the worship through prayer and prayer responses showing familiarity with the Anglican liturgy used during the worship, including the use of the Collect.
5.1.2 The effectiveness of provision for religious education is good
The children have a variety of opportunities to extend their understanding of Christian festivals and faith though carefully planned and evaluated lessons. There are opportunities built into the curriculum for children to explore and experiment with new learning opportunities, including role play, visiting special/religious places, making and using artefacts and trying different foods. Key Stage 2 children have opportunities for extended writing, showing empathy and a clear understanding of what is taught. Three lessons were observed during the visit. All children were engaged, showing an understanding of the learning objectives and skills being developed. The use of individual targets and assessments in RE is an excellent feature of the school. 
5.1.3 The school, through its distinctive Christian character, is excellent at meeting the needs of all learners

The children investigate sources and issues raised through stories and holy books which gives them an understanding of the actions people take and why. Through their work on the school council, children are becoming independent thinkers by using well-considered ideas and strategies. It is clear that the children’s good behaviour and manners are the result of a consistent approach by all members of the school team. Areas of reflection throughout the school are an example of good practise and are an outstanding feature. 


	5.2 The extent to which the school meets the needs of each learner and the whole school community is good.
5.2.1 The school is good at developing the pupils personal qualities and achievements

The children take responsibility for their own actions and develop the thinking skills that that allow them to become effective members of the community. The school’s work on target setting and progress tracking ensure that each child is valued as an individual, and encouraged to reach their potential.
5.2.2. The school is inclusive as a church school
The diversity of children’s backgrounds is celebrated and included in planning. The children are encouraged to develop questions to be answered as part of their RE, asking questions of visitors and each other in ‘talking partners’. The children on school council are able to discuss the role of the church within school and feel they have been involved in developing the school’s links in this area.  


	5.3 The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the school as a church school is good.
The governors are evidently proud of the school and are very supportive of the management team. The staff are confident in their roles and responsibilities concerning RE and worship. The work of the coordinator in both Religious Education and Collective Worship should be commended as the quality and quantity of evidence is a clear indicator of the provision for both these areas within the curriculum. 



Samantha Jesson – St Michael’s Voluntary Aided Primary School February 2013 

	3. Section 50 Summary Judgement Record
	

	KQ1 HAS THE SCHOOL A DISTINCTIVE CHRISTIAN CHARACTER, AND IS THIS RELECTED IN THE EXPERIENCE OF LEARNERS?
	Good

	The impact and effectiveness of collective worship
	Good

	The effectiveness for provision of Religious Education
	Good

	How distinctive is the school in its Christian character?
	Excellent

	

	KQ2 HOW WELL DOES THE SCHOOL SERVE THE NEEDS OF EACH LEARNER AND THE WHOLE SCHOOL COMMUNITY?
	Good

	How well does the school develop the pupils’ personal qualities and achievement?
	Good

	How inclusive is the school as a church school?
	Good

	

	KQ3 HOW WELL IS THE SCHOOL LED AND MANAGED AS A CHURCH SCHOOL?
	Good

	The school meets the statutory requirements for acts of collective worship
	Yes

	The school meets the statutory requirements for religious education
	Yes
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May I take this opportunity to once again express my sincere thanks to the staff and pupils of St Michael’s Church in Wales Aided Primary School for the kindness showed to me during the visit.
